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18th January 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 
I hope this finds you well.  As you will already know, we are looking forward to welcoming a team from 

the Independent Schools Inspectorate next week.  I would like to take this opportunity to encourage as 

many of you, and your children, as possible to complete the questionnaires which underpin the 

evidence base in the process.  Rest assured, the inspection visit will have very little impact on the 

majority of pupils.  We will be busy delivering another active and challenging Bromsgrove week for the 

pupils.  We just hope they can keep up with us. 

 

We are fortunate that theft appears to be rare in the School.  I should note that we would hope to hear 

of all incidents via Houseparents.  However, my reason for writing on this theme is to ask for your 

support again, this time in relation to the personal possessions that you allow your children to bring to 

School.  It would be helpful if you could take stock of the monetary, and indeed sentimental, value of 

these items and consider whether allowing them to come to School is a risk worth taking.  I would 

always recommend functionality over style in a school setting.  We are not a School community that 

measures itself by current fashion or trends. 

 

Our Upper Sixth pupils are beginning to hear more from Universities.  There have been some great 

offers at the best Universities yet I know that there are other pupils who have been disappointed.  My 

thoughts are with all of the pupils at the moment and I know that the team will provide lots of support to 

ensure that a fulfilling path is found. 

 

In the Routh Assembly this week, we celebrated the success of pupils in the Royal Society of Biology 

Mycology Competition, the Senior Maths Challenge and in the formal achievement of Grade 6 and 

above in a number of instruments. 

 

Whilst the sporting programme was hampered by the weather once again at the weekend, we turned in 

some good early season performances in all the sports. 

 

You may be interested to know that Professor Richard Aldrich of Warwick University will be delivering a 

Masterclass on Surveillance and Counter Espionage in the 21st Century on Thursday evening.  Parents 

are welcome but will need to reserve a place by contacting Miss Leech via email.  It should be an 

excellent event. 

 

The inspection visit will be in full swing when I next write and I know that I shall still be smiling. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 
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